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RESOLUTION 2019 - _____

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
BRADFORD COUNTY, FLORIDA CONFIRMING A PROCLAMATION OF A
LOCAL STATE OF EMERGENCY IN BRADFORD COUNTY, FLORIDA;
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, on March 5, 2011, the Board of County Commissioners of Bradford County,

Florida adopted Ordinance 2001-05; later codified as Chapter 26 of the Bradford County Code of

Ordinances (hereinafter referred to as the Code) invoking the powers provided for in Chapter 252, Florida

Statutes; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 26-8(a) of the Code, the Board of County Commissioners of

Bradford County, Florida granted authority to the Emergency Management Director to declare, by

proclamation, a state of local emergency from time to time when it is determined that conditions exist

giving rise to such a declaration, and;

WHEREAS, according to Section 252.38(3)(a)(5), Florida Statutes, the duration of each state of

emergency declared locally is limited to seven days and may be extended, as necessary, in seven-day

increments; and

WHEREAS, in late September 2017, Hurricane Irma, a major, extremely powerful,

catastrophic tropical cyclone, rated as a Category 4 storm on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale,

made landfall in the Florida Keys and moved north across the Florida peninsula causing strong winds,

torrential rainfall, major, widespread flooding and other damaging effects throughout its path; and

WHEREAS, the devastating effects of Hurricane Irma – specifically including destroyed and

damaged roadways and bridges, accumulated debris, downed trees and power lines, lost power,

destroyed homes and other serious damage, particularly damage resulting from flooding – were felt

by Bradford County and its residents; and
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WHEREAS, it has been determined that a significant contributing factor to the flooding in

Bradford County caused during and after Hurricane Irma was the presence of a large number of

downed trees, tree limbs and other vegetative debris which impeded the flow of water in Sampson

River and Alligator Creek; and

WHEREAS, the effects of Hurricane Irma resulted in an increase in the downed dress, tree

limbs and other vegetative debris which continues to impact the flow of water in Sampson River and

Alligator Creek; and

WHEREAS, on or about November 29, 2017, the Board of County Commissioners of

Bradford County, Florida entered into a Memorandum of Agreement for Cost Share Assistance with the

Suwannee River Water Management District which provided approximately $225,000.00 in funding

for the removal of vegetative debris in Sampson River; and

WHEREAS, on or about July 13, 2018, the Board of County Commissioners of Bradford

County, Florida entered into a Notice of Grant and Agreement Award with the United States Department

of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Services, which provided approximately

$2,500,000.00 in funding for the removal of the vegetative and other debris in Sampson River and

Alligator Creek; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Bradford County, Florida, together with

the Bradford County Sheriff, as Emergency Management Director, developed the Sampson

River/Alligator Creek Tree Removal and Flood Abatement Project to implement the aforementioned

agreements with the Suwannee River Water Management District and the United States Department

of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Services and to remove the vegetative and other

debris in the Sampson River and Alligator Creek; and
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WHEREAS, on or about July 19, 2018, the Board of County Commissioners of Bradford

County, Florida entered into an Agreement with Southern Disaster Recovery, LLC (SDR) to complete

the Sampson River/Alligator Creek Tree Removal and Flood Abatement Project; and

WHEREAS, in order to complete the Sampson River/Alligator Creek Tree Removal and

Flood Abatement Project, Bradford County and SDR will be required to enter onto certain areas of

private property and certain areas within the waterways of Sampson River and Alligator Creek; and

WHEREAS, on February 27, 2019, the Bradford County Emergency Management Director

declared and proclaimed a local state of emergency in Bradford County, Florida for the purpose of

providing access to said property and waterways which is necessary to complete the Sampson

River/Alligator Creek Tree Removal and Flood Abatement Project – so as to provide relief from the

emergent, flood-related conditions which currently exist in Bradford County – for the period

commencing on February 27, 2019 and continuing through March 5, 2019; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Bradford County, Florida finds that the

aforementioned declaration of a state of local emergency for the period commencing on February 27,

2019 and continuing through March 5, 2019 was and remains in best interest of Bradford County,

Florida and its citizens.

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of Bradford

County, Florida as follows:

Section 1. Adoption and Incorporation of Recitals.

The Board of County Commissioners of Bradford County, Florida adopts the above-outlined

recitals and incorporates them herein as part and parcel of this resolution.

Section 2. Purpose and Authority for Resolution.

This resolution is adopted for the purpose of confirming the February 27, 2019 proclamation

by the Bradford County Emergency Management Director declaring a local state of emergency in



Page 4 of 5

Bradford County, Florida, for the purpose of providing access to said property and waterways which

is necessary to complete the Sampson River/Alligator Creek Tree Removal and Flood Abatement

Project – so as to provide relief from the emergent, flood-related conditions which currently exist in

Bradford County – and is adopted pursuant to the authority granted by Chapters 125 and 252, Florida

Statutes, Chapter 26, Bradford County Code of Ordinances.

Section 3. Confirmation of Proclamation and Declaration of Emergency.

The Board of County Commissioners of Bradford County, Florida hereby confirms the

February 27, 2019 proclamation by the Bradford County Emergency Management Director declaring

a local state of emergency in Bradford County, Florida for the purpose of providing access to said

property and waterways which is necessary to complete the Sampson River/Alligator Creek Tree

Removal and Flood Abatement Project – so as to provide relief from the emergent, flood-related

conditions which currently exist in Bradford County, which is attached hereto as “Exhibit 1” and

incorporated herein by reference, and declares a local state of emergency in Bradford County, Florida

for the period commencing on February 27, 2019 and continuing through March 5, 2019.

Section 4. Effective Date of Resolution.

This resolution shall be effective immediately upon adoption by the Board of County

Commissioners of Bradford County, Florida.

The remainder of this page intentionally left blank.
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RESOLVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Bradford County,

Florida, with a quorum present and voting, this 4th day of March 2019.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
BRADFORD COUNTY, FLORIDA

__________________________________________
By: Frank Durrance , its

Chairman

ATTEST:

__________________________________________
By: RAY NORMAN, as

Clerk to the Board

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:

__________________________________________
By: WILLIAM E. SEXTON, as

County Attorney






















































